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IG report finds FBI agents have cozy relationships with 
reporters 
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“We identified numerous FBI employees, at all levels of the organization and with no official reason 
to be in contact with the media, who were nevertheless in frequent contact with reporters,” 
according to the report by Inspector General Michael Horowitz. 

“The large number of FBI employees who were in contact with journalists during this time period 
impacted our ability to identify the sources of leaks.” 

Two reporters called an unidentified FBI executive and a special-agent-in-charge a combined 65 
times, the report found. Another reporter called an unidentified FBI executive 17 times. 

“We identified instances where FBI employees received tickets to sporting events from journalists, 
went on golfing outings with media representatives, were treated to drinks and meals after work by 
reporters, and were the guests of journalists at nonpublic social events,” the report found. 
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